THE    KINDLING    OF   THE   FIRE           35
had been retrieved by a treaty, known as the Concordat of
the Lord Eugenius P.P. IV.
At the beginning of His reign, while waiting for the
formal homage of The Pacific Caesar Friedrich IV, the
Lord Calixtus P.P. Ill observed the terms of this Con-
cordat. When the news of His election in April reached
Germany, a Diet of the Empire was held at Neustadt to
appoint Orators,1 and to consider the chances of squeezing
fresh concessions. "Now is the time to vindicate our
liberty, for hitherto we have only been the handmaid of
Holy Church," said Jacob of Trier; and Caesar Friedrich
IV privately grieved that the Papacy gave him little sup-
port in his difficulties with turbulent sub-sovereigns and
subjects. The celebrated Lord Enea Silvio Bartolomeo de*
Piccolhuomini, Bishop of Siena, poured oil upon the
troubled waters of the Diet. He had lived many years in
Germany, as poet-laureate, orator to Utter Britain 2 (Scot-
land), novelist, historian, and confidential secretary to
Caesar; and he knew his Germany. He deservedly was
trusted both by Church and State. He soothed Caesar,
saying that the mob was always inconstant, dangerous, and
that a ruler did a vain thing when he tried to please. He
soothed the Diet, saying that the interests of Papacy and
Empire were identical, and that from a new Pope new
favours might be gained. The Diet named Bishop Enea
Silvio, with the jurist Hans Hagenbach, as orators who
were to offer to the Lord Calixtus P.P. Ill the obedience
of the Holy Roman Empire, and to lay before Him the
grievances of Caesar.
The Lord Calixtus P.P. Ill was more independent of
Germany than His two predecessors had been; and in a
position to command, not compromise. The Lord Eugenius
1 The business of these Orators (ambassadors) was conducted
more by means of florid eloquence than by the writing of despatches;
though, of course, the last was not neglected.
3 "... horribilesque ultimosque Britannos." C. Valerius Catullus
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